
Lynn Neuman, Director
www.artichokedance.org

lynn@artichokedance.org
917.627.8770

 A national leader in eco-arts productions,
 engaging audiences and communities in

performances and beyond.

@ArtichokeDance

Making Movements Happen



“Neuman’s goal is to engage the community by offering
multiple entry points to experience the interconnectedness

of place, people and work… and to come away with a
sense of possibility for the future, one that is co-created.”

Bklyner

“Lynn Neuman became preoccupied with single use
disposability after she started wondering about waste

and who was responsible for it. Hands-on visual
components get people involved in Neuman’s process.”  

Dance Magazine

Lynn Neuman is one of the nation’s leading eco-artists, widely known for her multi-year program to
mitigate plastic pollution on Coney Island and performances and program layered with activism. She has
created 45 works for Artichoke Dance, been commissioned to create 20 works for other groups, and has
directed eight operas. Her site-specific work has been commissioned by The Soraya to connect the
campus of California State University with Los Angeles River restoration, the Waterfront Alliance to
reflect sea level rise in New York City, and Texas A&M to explore water use and equity. Stage
commissions include the National Gallery of Art, Dixon Place, and the Joffrey Ballet School.

Lynn is an Association of Performing Arts Professionals Leadership Fellow and the only choreographer
to receive a Marion International Fellowship for the Visual and Performing Arts. Recent features include
Dance Magazine, New York Times, Los Angeles Times, NPR, Citizen's Climate Radio, and the Climate
Check and Arts.Work.Life podcasts. She is sought as a presenter and speaker on arts and climate
activism, movement and environmental justice, and sustainability in the arts. 

Lynn has created innovative eco-arts activism programs, such as the Dance and Sustainability Project at
Rider University, Future Currents Festival at California State University and Artichoke Ambassadors,
mentoring the next generation of eco-arts activists.  She serves on the steering committee of
350Brooklyn, is a member of the Gowanus Neighborhood Coalition for Justice, and a regional organizer
for Global Water Dances. As a volunteer coastal cleanup coordinator, she has organized thousands of
hands to collect tons of trash and engage in anti-pollution advocacy and zero-waste strategies.

Lynn Neuman
I create 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l

A r t s

and social injustices and by interactions
and dialogues with people in and
outside the

d y n a m i c  d a n c e s

I am committed to presenting images of
solidarity and cooperation in my work
with the intention of invigorating
collective action and compassion.

Artistic Director
that examine our relationship with and
impact on the earth, reflect the history
and complexity of place, reveal human
triumphs and faults, and envision a
resilient and equitable future. 

I am driven by

"With my performances and projects, i offer a vision of hope and the future that shows interconnectedness and possibility"



About the company

As a national leader in eco-arts productions, Artichoke Dance Company merges performance
innovation, environmental activism, community engagement, and civic action. Known for theatrical
athleticism, original collaborations, pioneering partnerships and dynamic residencies, Artichoke Dance
engages audiences and communities in timely contemporary issues in performances and beyond. 

We specialize in performances for open and public spaces, and in building cross-disciplinary programs
that engage people in places and change making. We have inspired thousands to participate in the arts
and to take local, national and global action. 

From stage productions to immersive performance tours to site inspired spectacles, Artichoke Dance
Company is shaping and transforming approaches across the nation to center environmental justice
and focus on resilience. Partner with us and change the world on and off the stage. 

"Rather than using textbooks,

papers, and ‘preaching’ about it, the

usage of performance is a way to

allow people to empathize and

become aware”

 The WEAL

Entertain
ENGAGE

Empower

Our performances get people interested

Our workshops get people informed

Our events get people involved

“While the world is drowning in

plastic, Neuman’s troupe is

dancing in it as a way to get

people to really see the garbage

they generate and discard and

understand the damage it causes

to the environment.” 
 VErsa Media



Leading audiences through a
park, garden, boardwalk, etc...
Liberate the Earth highlights and
interacts with the natural and
built environment, drawing
attention to our relationship with
our surroundings and each
other. Community members can
be incorporated into the opening
section of the work.

liberate the earthYour planet

Inspired by movement rituals,
Your Planet is designed to be
performed on sand and
connects us to the earth. 

The performance is often held
in conjunction with beach
clean up, engaging people in
local action and with the
environment.

A contemporary folk dance for a
resilient future, Visioning Bodies
visualizes a way of existing in
place, time and energy that
models co-created and
interconnected systems, leading
audiences to experience the
construction of a balanced and
dynamic environment through
movement and sound.

Visioning Bodies 

Performance works
Site adaptive

‘Visioning bodies is organic,

flowing and changing. this

artistic engagement with the los

angeles river is designed to draw

attention no only to the river

itself, but also how decisions

about its future are being made

and who makes them.”

Los angeles times

“the dancers, performing on sand,

which is malleable, illustrate the

challenges for humans operating

in a shifting environment and the

ways in which they can move with

the change.” 

Discover coast

“the dancers called attention to the terrain and

challenged the audience to look at the big picture -

the environment.” the columbia spectator



exploredance.com

Performance works
For the stage

“accomplished what so many cannot:

a consciousness of humanity’s impact

tinged with purposeful optimism.”  
Las Vegas Dance Insider

"A politically charged production

saturated with visual allegory and

rich, provocative symbolism." 

A driving hypnotic work reflecting
the nature and energetic force of
water, oceanic currents and
rising tide patterns, as well as
the waxing and waning power of
hurricanes. Overflow features a
set created from recycled plastic
blister packs, creating a city
scape through which the
movement navigates. 

OverflowPlastic People of the universe

Wit, poignancy and extreme
physicality merge to address
the proliferation of plastics and
their effects on the human body
and environment. A set, created
from 5000 plastic six-pack
holders, is dismantled during
the performance leaving a
stage littered with plastic. Local
dancers can be incorporated
into select sections.

Proteus references the Greek
god of the ocean and imagines
a world submerged in water.
Lush strokes are juxtaposed
with quick precision as the
dancers. engulfed in costumes
made from plastic bags, reflect
the impact of plastic pollution
on the ocean and in our lives.

Proteus

“beautifully choreographed movement 

– has the power to grab you” Eye on Dance



eco Performance projects
““Thank you for your creative

leadership. You realized such an

original and beauty-filled event.

Of course, the event itself was

only the tip of the iceberg. The

months-long process was a major

part of the program's impact, with

many student having

transformative experiences.” 

Thor Steingraber, 

Executive Director, 

Younes and Soraya Nazarian Center

for the Performing Arts

Artichoke Dance Company believes movement transforms individuals and communities. We create
multidisciplinary experiences with presenters, institutions and communities that offer performance and
participatory activities. Festivals, performance tours, community dances, clean-ups, hands on
repurposing, and storytelling are some of the ways we have engaged and empowered audiences. 

This festival of art and action coalesced people
around the Gowanus Canal, New York City's
1st superfund site due to high levels of
pollution, for performances and workshops, an
eco-walking tour, bio-swale restoration,
canoeing on the canal and a DJ dance party.

Neighborhood Activation with 

Local ARtists and Activists
Monthly engagements over an academic year
with dance, music, visual art, sustainability,
engineering, interior design, and performance
art programs focused on Los Angeles River
revitalization efforts, culminating in a daylong
festival of activities and performances.

Future CurrentS: LA River, 2018-19 GOWANUS VISIONS, 2019 
 A Year long Creative Research project

 with Cal State and Los Angeles Artists

Water...we waiting for?, 2023
an investigation into water and climate

action with texas A&M

immersive performance tours, 2021-23
environmental justice walking tour with

embedded site performances
Tours connect audiences with environmentally
relevant locations, providing an experience that
physicalizes the environment, sharing historical
perspectives from an environmental justice
perspective and equitable visions toward a
resilient future. 

Academic integration in performance studies,
dance and sustainability culminated in a week-
long residency on campus with an Earth Day
performance festival featuring student led
activities and a performance by Artichoke
Dance Company.  



“I can't thank you enough for an

amazing performance!  I was so

honored by your work with the

members of the community who

came to the workshop and those

who joined in the dance. You

generously brought people to Omi

and made us all a part of

something larger.”       

Ruth Adams, Executive Director,

Art Omi

Education & Community Engagement

Educational and outreach programs are available with all performance programs. Movement workshops
introduce our choreographic methods through fun, interactive activities. Hands-on workshops repurpose
materials into installations or ready wearables. We work with schools, universities, arts centers and
organizations to connect arts, science and sustainability, to create connections to place and build community. 

Movement modeling Environmental justice principles
Environmental Justice principles are introduced through a series of activities distilled from the processes

used to create Overflow and Visioning Bodies. A great workshop as professional development for educators
and administrators, and interactive experiential learning for mid-elementary students through adults.

performing arts activism - make what you do count
Delving into creative processes, purpose, and impact, participants create short performance works through

individual and interactive activities based upon a societally relevant topic, and devise a plan
for further action and engagement.

Clean Up – Build Out
Trash and debris are collected and catalogued from a target location, such as a beach, park, stream, or
series of city blocks. An installation, collage, or mandala is created from the materials and preserved in
physical form or photograph. Collected data is shared and can be used for additional study or action. 

Trashion creation
Trashion is the creation of fashion from trash. Plastic bags are our primary material. Materials are collected
and participants are introduced to a variety of techniques and guided to create their own ready wearables.

We have staged trashion parades and runway shows as a fun way to share the creations. 

move with me
Movement is a powerful part of our human history and collective experience. Moving creates energy and

demonstrates action. Workshops are designed for every body and get people moving together. 



Artichoke ambassadors
an eco-arts activism training

and mentorship program
"I signed up for the Artichoke Ambassadors

Program because I saw it as a perfect segue

between tapping into the artistry and also

the activism. This program gave me  

validation and a container to work on my

project in a way that is tangible". 

Cultivate and stimulate thinking, development and action at the intersection of art and climate
Encourage and enable  artists to use their art making, creativity and connections to audiences to
influence cultural shifts required to combat climate change. 
Inspire motivation to create and share compelling works of art addressing environmental justice.
Address the largest challenge of our time with creativity, innovation, and involvement. 
Encourage and enable people to take action with confidence. 
Foster creative capacities, artistic skill and communication clarity.
Build future leaders in arts activism. 
Grow a network of sustainability and strength for this work.

The Artichoke Ambassador program aligns environmentally conscious art making with climate and
environmental justice action at collective and individual levels, guiding people to become creatively active in
climate change, merging arts and activism practices. All artistic mediums are welcome. 

The program aims to:

Summer Intensive participant



"There is an intense feeling of connection and compassion for one another when
we are there; which I feel is so critical. I have learned to become more present in
my body. It has helped me identify with who I am, allow me to feel my own body." 

Participant, Move with me

"Your entrance from a distant shore through the garden and meadow to the pier was
nothing short of stunning! We see the passion in your souls as you bring it on in emotion. 
Thank you for your good work.”   David Sharps, President, The Waterfront Museum

"Lynn’s personality allowed the students to become comfortable and successful, even
if they were uncomfortable with what she asked them to do. She demonstrated a
particular thought rather than coming in and lecturing about it and enabled them to find
beauty in something that wouldn’t have held beauty for them otherwise. "

James Ivey, Professor of Theatre, SUNY Fredonia

"Seeing your success as an entrepreneur

was important.  My students were struck

by your ability to make meaningful art and

ability to write and speak convincingly

about your work. They liked watching you

take risks in front of the class and admired

your ability to show your vulnerability.

They also enjoyed learning about the way

you have taken something meaningful to you

and used it as a positive force in your life. "

Janna Levin, Associate Professor of Liberal Arts,

North Carolina School of the arts

“I woke up this morning and wanted to write you a love letter with my gratitude and
admiration. The Dance and Sustainability Project is amazingly beautiful and powerful.
I am so grateful we shared this project together, and so proud of the final product.” 

"This class helped me tremendously in coming up with new and unique ways to
choreograph." Student, North Carolina school of the arts

Testimonials

Kim Chandler Vaccaro, Director of Dance, Rider University

"I didn’t realize that it was possible to improvise from this perspective or approach
choreography from an environmental lens. This was the best dance class I’ve had
in a long time" Student, Texas A&M


