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“Neuman is loaded with talent. She presents 

a powerful and original movement style 

loaded with substance and impact.”   

The Philadelphia City Paper

"Neuman strives to make work that fosters compassion and 

empathy. Indeed, her work that takes on environmental issues 

has brought her out of the dance studio and into the ‘real world”. 

Inside Arts Magazine

Lynn has created 40 works for the Artichoke Dance Company, been commissioned to create 20 works for 

other companies and schools, and has directed eight operas. She was a 2015/16 Marion International 

Fellow for the Visual and Performing Arts, placing her at institutions and residencies across North America. 

She is a 2016/17 Association of Performing Arts Presenters Leadership Fellow, working to build bridges 

and create disruptions. 

Her site-specific work has been commissioned by the DUMBO Improvement District and Brooklyn Arts 

Council to enliven public spaces, and was featured in the 2013 DUMBO Arts Festival. Works for the stage 

have been commissioned by the National Gallery of Art, Dixon Place, Peculiar Works Projects, and the 

Joffrey Ballet School among others. Lynn’s work has also been performed internationally in Adelaide, 

Toronto, Seoul, and Turks and Caicos. 

In New York City, Ms. Neuman has taught at Peridance, Joffrey Ballet School, Gibney Dance and Ballet 

Arts, and was a Lincoln Center Institute teaching artist for 10 years. She has been a guest artist at 

universities and arts programs across the country and served as guest mentor for Dance Omi’s 

international artist residency program. As a volunteer coastal clean up coordinator, she has organized 

thousands of hands to collect tons of trash. Lynn is the Partnership Committee Chair for 350Brooklyn with 

whom she creates actions and events to combat climate change. She is also a regional organizer for 

Global Water Dances, an international organization that uses dance to raise awareness of water issues 

and advocate for access to clean water worldwide. 

I create 

and social injustices and by interactions 

and dialogues with people in and 

outside the

P a s s i o n - f i l l e d

E n v i r o n m e n t a l

A r t s

dances that reveal human triumphs and 

faults. I am interested in dysfunctional 

aspects of society and relationships and 

use irony and humor to make these 

accessible to audiences. I am driven by

I am committed to presenting images of 

solidarity and cooperation in my work 

with the intention of invigorating 

collective action and compassion. 



About the company

Artichoke Dance Company is a national leader in creating arts events married with environmental 

activism. Known for theatrical athleticism and innovative collaborations, partnerships and residencies, 

Artichoke Dance Company engages audiences and communities around timely contemporary issues in 

performances and beyond. 

Artichoke Dance specializes in creating entertaining performances for public spaces such as parks, 

play grounds, festivals, parades, and even canals, as well as the stage. Our work excites and enthralls 

wildly diverse audiences, drawing people in and spurring joyful curiosity. Our dynamic works for the 

stage illustrate scientific principles and ecological phenomena, using human movement and spatial 

design as modeling tools. 

Artichoke Dance is more than a performance company, we organize communities, bringing people 

together to have fun, learn, and take action! From beach clean ups to recycled craft nights, parades to 

call-ins, our offerings are diverse and far-reaching. We believe that changing the world starts with 

changing peoples' minds. Our educational arts activism programs incite inquiry, engender 

transformation, generate growth and produce positive change in individuals and communities. Through 

our educational programming we empower communities to take continued local environmental action! 

"brave, musical, and inclined

to gamble”

“beautifully choreographed 

movement – has the power to 

grab you” 

"Rather than using textbooks,

papers, and ‘preaching’ about

it, the usage of performance is

a way to allow people to

empathize and become aware”

The Village Voice 

Eye on Dance 

 The WEAL

Entertain
Educate
Empower

Our performances get people interested

Our workshops get people informed

Our engagement events get people organized



Community work
“I can't thank you enough for 

an amazing performance!  I was 

so honored by your work with 

the members of the community 

who came to the workshop and 

those who joined in the dance. 

You generously brought people 

to Omi and made us all a part 

of something larger.”       

Ruth Adams, Executive Director, 

Art Omi 

partners to create participatory experiences that entertain, educate, and empower local communities. 
As an ecologically focused organization, we are committed to repurposing materials for our productions 
and involving people in this process. Our focus is plastic pollution and water quality. Our goal is to keep 
plastics out of landfills and waterways. We work with presenter partners to identify and involve 
constituents of all ages in eco-activities in and out of the theater. From movement spectacles to up- 
cycling drives to hands on repurposing, we involve community members in action-oriented events and 
programs.  

Moving with others
is a powerful part of human history. Artichoke believes movement 
transforms individuals and communities. We work with presenter 

creating costumes from plastic bags for

Water Dances 

crocheting plastic six-pack holders for

Plastic People of the Universe 

constructing a greenhouse from plastic 

bottles for a community center  

Community movers from amateur to 

professional are integrated into sections of 

a performance work through a single or a 

series of workshops. Participants then 

perform with the company. 

Examples:  

 Rethinking The cycle. Join in the movement onsite or onstage. 

Hands on upcycling workshops repurpose 

materials into sets, costumes and 

structures. Working with our Director, 

collaborators and the company, participants 

build skills and a connection to recycling.  

Examples: 

dance students at University of Nevada 

performing in the sections of Plastic 

People of the Universe

community members ages 13-68

performing in the opening and closing 

sections of Liberate the Earth at OMI 

Sculpture Park in Hudson, NY. 

Community Up-Cycling Workshops Integrative Performance Projects 



Performance works

For the stage

“accomplished what so many 

cannot: a consciousness of 

humanity’s impact tinged with 

purposeful optimism.”   

Las Vegas Dance Insider 

"A politically charged 

production saturated with 

visual allegory and rich, 

provocative symbolism." 

Exploredance.com

is a driving hypnotic work 

reflecting the nature and 

energetic force of water, oceanic 

currents and rising tide patterns, 

created in response to Hurricane 

Sandy. Overflow, featuring a set 

created from upcycled plastic 

blister packs, imagines a world 

submerged beneath the ocean’s 

gyres. 

Overflow 

6 dancers
1 musician
30 minutes  
Original music: Joshua Davis 
Set: Ian Trask 
Premiere: November 2015 

Plastic People of the universe

6 dancers, 28 minutes, up to 6 
local dancers 
Costumes: Olek 
Video: Center for Sustainable 
Practices in the Arts 
Set: Lynn Neuman 
Premiere: January 2011  

Movement is a modeling device, 

illustrating the chemical and 

physical properties of plastics. 

With humorous text and 

whimsical video, this theatrical 

work addresses the proliferation 

of plastics and their effects on the

human body. Features a set 

created from upcycled plastic six- 

pack holders. Local dancers can 

be incorporated. 

Commissioned by the National 

Gallery of Art. Proteus, the Greek 

god of the ocean, imagines a 

world submerged in water. Set to 

a re-envisioning of Vivaldi’s 

Double Concerto in F Major, 

Proteus juxtaposes lush strokes 

with quick precision and features 

costumes from plastic bags, at 

times engulfing the dancers, 

which serves as a reflection on 

the impact of plastic pollution on 

the ocean. 

4 dancers, 15 minutes
Costumes: Yuki Okuyama and 
Lynn Neuman
Music: Adam Boreki after 
Vivaldi
Premiere: October 2017 

Proteus



Performance works

Site-Adaptive

“the dancers called attention 

to the terrain and challenged 

the audience to look at the big 

picture—the environment.”    

“The interactive and often

athletic work performed at

dusk in and around a crowd of

spectators transformed the

lofty architectural Brooklyn

landmark into an intimate

stage for contemporary

dance.”

 The Columbia Spectator 

Liberate the Earth premiered as a 

featured event at the 2017 

seasonal opening of Omi 

Sculpture Park in Hudson, NY. 

The work is site-adaptive for 

parks, sculpture gardens or other 

open areas and is held in 

conjunction with engagement 

events such as plastic bag 

costume making classes and 

movement workshops. 

Community members can be 

incorporated into sections of the

work.   

liberate the earth

5 dancers
45-60 minutes  
Premiere: May 2017 

Your planet

7 dancers
3 musicians
45 minutes
Premiere: September 2010  

Designed for the malleable 

surface of sand, this work, 

inspired by movement rituals, 

connects us to the earth. 

Accompanied by a drum circle 

playing instruments made from 

recycled objects, Your Planet 

ends with the dancers joining 

hands with the audience in a 

ritual walk. The performance is 

often held in conjunction with 

beach clean up.  

A kinetic work addressing water 

as a fundamental element, 

symbol of life and wonderland. 

Audiences traverse a landscape 

with the dancers, interacting with 

the natural and man-made 

environment. The movement is 

inspired by the nature of water

and calls attention to our 

relationship with it.  

6 dancers
50 minutes  
Premiere: September 2013 at 
the DUMBO Arts Festival 

Water dances

Sparked



Testimonials

"There is an intense feeling of 

connection and compassion for one 

another when we are there; which I 

feel is so critical. I have leaned to 

become more present in my body. It 

has helped me identify with who I am, 

allow me to feel my own body, and 

what body triggers I have."  

Participant, Moving to Survive

"We love them so much. They 

come full of energy and 

surprise. We dance to music 

and it lifts my spirits. They are 

welcome here anytime. " 
Participant, Senior Art in Action 

“I can't thank you enough for an amazing performance!  I was so honored 

by your work with the members of the community who came to the 

workshop and those who joined in the dance. You generously brought 

people to Omi and made us all a part of something larger.”    

   Ruth Adams, Executive Director, Art Omi 

"Lynn’s personality allowed the students to become comfortable and 

successful, even if they were uncomfortable with what she asked 

them to do. She demonstrated a particular thought rather than 

coming in and lecturing about it and enabled them to find beauty in 

something that wouldn’t have held beauty for them otherwise. " 

James Ivey, Professor of Theatre, SUNY Fredonia 

"Seeing your success as an 

entrepreneur was important.  My 

students were struck by your ability to 

make meaningful art and ability to write 

and speak convincingly about your 

work. They liked watching you take 

risks in front of the class and admired 

your ability to show your vulnerability. 

They also enjoyed learning about the 

way you have taken something 

meaningful to you and used it as a 

positive force in your life. " 

Janna Levin, Associate Professor of Liberal Arts, 

North Carolina School of the arts 

"Lynn is down-to-earth, dedicated and positive in all 

she does with students. More than that, she is a 

great teacher. My potential has grown by virtue of 

my limits being pushed past the point they’ve 

always been set." 

Student, Sweet Briar College 

"Lynn is an excellent teacher. She is 

always positive, helpful and 

encouraging towards students and 

conveys confidence in our abilities to

master specific movement. I’ve really 

grown from her classes." 

Student, Florida Gulf Coast University"This class helped me tremendously in coming up 

with new and unique ways to choreograph." 

Student, North Carolina school of the arts 


