
 

 
K-12 Education 
Our Approach and Offerings 

 

 
Who We Are 
 

Artichoke Dance Company is an arts organization working at the intersections of performance innovation, 
education, environmental activism, and community building. We work with schools to devise programs that 
enhance student’s personal growth, development and achievement in the arts and sciences, and to address 
environmental issues and sustainability goals. Recent programs with PS372 and PS32 in Brooklyn focused on 
the Gowanus Canal, a superfund site, and plastic pollution, addressing water as a necessary life element, city 
infrastructure, pollution streams, weather systems, and large and small-scale solutions. Students participated in 
integrated experiences involving performing arts, sciences and visual arts, culminating in the creation and 
presentation of performance events, educational materials, and advocacy campaigns. We believe the arts are 
drivers in communities that can initiate and create lasting change.  
 

 

How We Work 
 

We work with schools to create tailor made 
programs, developing curriculum integration across 
various disciplines and providing professional 
development with seasoned teaching artists to 
promote engaging performance presentations and 
projects. 
 
“It was an incredible journey to take with 
you these past few months. You inspired 
immeasurable numbers of people and 
communities. What a huge thing you’ve 
done. WOW!”   
  Wendy Blum, Dance Specialist  
  PS 32, Brooklyn, NY 

 
Our Perspective 
 

We use the arts as an engagement and learning tool in K-12, higher education and community settings for the 
purposes of fostering not only creativity, but also community building and stewardship. In so doing, students 

have the opportunity to transfer their learning to 
aspects of their lives beyond their arts experiences, 
while at the same time being firmly rooted in and 
honoring the exciting and meaningful aspect of arts 
traditions. Skills involved in our methodologies 
include creativity and innovation, critical thinking and 
problem solving, communication and collaboration, 
flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-
direction, social and cross-cultural skills, productivity 
and accountability, and leadership and responsibility. 
Our approach develops cultural, civic, health and 
environmental literacy as well as local and global 
awareness, civic literacy, health literacy, and 
environmental literacy.  
 

 

 



 
Proposed Options 
 

• Curriculum development across disciplines through two to four meetings with staff.  
 Beginning at $1000 

 
• Professional development sessions for teachers to equip them with methods and tools to work at the 

intersection of arts, science and advocacy in their classrooms. Generally one to three professional 
development sessions, depending upon length. 
    Beginning at $1000 
 

• Performance by Artichoke Dance Company of Overflow, focusing on the energetic nature of water and 
mapping the flow patterns of Hurricane Sandy, or Plastic People of the Universe, addressing the nature 
and volume of plastics.  
    Single performance: $1400; 2 performances in a half day: $2000 
 

• Classroom visits by teaching artists to physicalize the concepts in the above works that introduce 
students to creation methods and guide them in exploring science concepts physically. Generally two to 
six visits per classroom, targeted for a particular grade or range of students. 
    Day rate: $500/day, up to 5 classes 
 

• Development and direction of school production, festival or fair featuring students’ work.  
    Beginning at $1000 
 

• Integration of students with Artichoke Dance Company dancers and/or community movers for a large-
scale performance event. Created by combining above options to fit the goals of the school and event. 

 

 

 
 
Our environmental pledge 
 

We work exclusively with recycled materials for our 
productions. In building work with schools, target 
materials are identified (plastic bags, bottles, blister 
packs, card board, etc.), collection drives are held, 
design models built and sets and costumes created, 
involving the entire school and greater community.  
 

 
 

 
 

www.artichokedance.org 
@artichokedance 
#artichokedance 

917-627-8770 


