
  The River Project  
 
Historically, rivers have served many roles and purposes, from transportation route, to recreation, to a water 
source, both for intake and post-production deposit, by industries. By the mid-20th Century, many of America’s 
rivers were extremely polluted. The Clean Water Act helped in part to address water quality, but many waterways 
continue to suffer from industrial pollutants and sediments, algae blooms and trace contaminants, sewage 
overflows, and plastic pollution.  
 

Today, water, both nationally and internationally, is a 
politically charged issue with innumerable instances of 
human rights violations. This project aims to coalesce the 
arts, education, environmental, and political communities 
around water. Rivers share a history of pitfalls and 
recoveries; they are also spaces charged with energy and 
are national treasures. The River Project asks us to consider 
our personal and collective responsibility to rivers and, by 
extension, the earth and our fellow inhabitants.   
 

 
 

 

The River Project is led by one of the nation’s leading 
eco-artist, Lynn Neuman. It is unique to each location, 
yet contains common elements including engagement of 
local communities, education and action, video 
documentary and celebratory performance. The Project’s 
premiere focus is the Los Angeles River, commissioned 
by the Younes and Soraya Nazarian Center for the 
Performing Arts at California State University Northridge 
(CSUN). Seen by many as a concrete canal, the Los 
Angeles River has a vital ecosystem, a prominent role in 
the city’s history and geography, and a bright future, as 
envisioned by city leaders. The challenges and 
opportunities surrounding the river stand as a microcosm 

of issues facing the region – the scarcity of water and other resources, sustainability, pollution, and revitalization. 
This work is a collaboration between students of the Mike Curb College of Arts, Media, and Communication and 
the Center for Sustainability at CSUN, area sculptor and environmental advocate Steve Appleton, and local 
environmental organizations. Through a series of interactions with, around, and in the river, a performance 
installation will be created that reflects and celebrates the Los Angeles River.  
 
The River Project asks several questions. What does a 
river need? What can it teach us? What are the 
ramifications of our behaviors? How can we engage with 
the river not as a far off ideal of restoration, but as an 
already beautiful and imperfect public space?  In addition to 
bringing greater visibility to rivers, The River Project is 
aimed at engaging communities around one of their most 
precious resources. 
  
 

 
 

 

 
Lynn Neuman is Artistic and Executive Director of Artichoke Dance 
Company, an eco-arts action organization that specializes in 
performances in public spaces such as parks, playgrounds and 
festivals. Her work has been presented across the United States and 
internationally, is designed to engage communities in local issues, 
and enthralls diverse audiences, spurring joyful curiosity. She is 
widely known for her multi-year program to mitigate plastic pollution 
on Coney Island Beach. Lynn is a recent Association of Performing 
Arts Professionals Leadership Fellow and Marion International Fellow 
for the Visual and Performing Arts. She works additionally in theatre, 
opera and film and has been on faculty at Florida Gulf Coast 
University and the Lincoln Center Institute. She is 350Brooklyn’s 
Partnership Committee Chair, on the leadership committee of 
#GetOrganizedBK, and is an American Littoral Society Coastal Clean 
Up Coordinator.    

 
 
 


